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Occurrence of Larinia bonneti (Araneae: Araneidae) in Japan 
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Abstract — Larinia bonneti Spassky 1939 is newly recorded from Japan. This species can be 
easily distinguished from the other Japanese congeners by the smaller size (body 3.84-5.00 mm 
long; 4.45-12.25 mm in other species), the roundish weakly sclerotized epigynal scape, and the 
large tegular apophysis and the elongated conductor of male palp. 
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When I revised the Japanese species of the spider genus Larinia, a total of six species 
were recognized (Tanikawa 1989). Shortly after that, Mr. Ken-ichi Kumada collected 
some specimens of a unique species of Larinia at the shores of Arakawa River, Tokyo, 
in 1993. Although this was clearly the seventh species of the genus in Japan, species 
identification had been deferred because only female specimens were available. Recent¬ 
ly, I was offered some more specimens of the species, including some males, collected 
from Hokkaido, Akita, Tokyo, and Shizuoka Prefectures and I was able to identify them 
with Larinia bonneti Spassky 1939. This is the first record of the species from Japan 
and here I will redescribe it based on the Japanese specimens. 

The voucher specimens are preserved in the collection of the Zoological Department 
of National Science Museum, Tokyo. 

I wish to express my hearty thanks to Dr. Tadashi Miyashita for his critical reading 
of the original manuscript. I am deeply indebted to Ms. Mayumi Matsuda, Hokkaido, 
Messrs Akito Fukushima, Akita, Shingo Hatsushiba, Tokyo, Kiyoto Ogata, Aichi, and 
Ken-ichi Kumada, Mie, for their offering the specimens used in this study. 

Family Araneidae 
Genus Larinia 

Larinia bonneti Spassky 1939 
[Japanese name: Bone-koganegumodamashi] 

(Figs. 1-4) 

Larinia bonneti Spassky 1939, p. 304, figs. 4-5, 7 (female lectotype from Kuban River, Krasnodar 
Province, Russia, preserved in Zoological Institute of the Russian Academy of Sciences, Leningrad, 
not examined); Marusik 1986a, p. 21, pi. 2, figs. 1-4; Marusik 1986b, p. 250, figs. 11-16. 

Diagnosis. This species can be easily distinguished from the other Japanese spiders 
of Larinia by 1) the small size, 2) the roundish weakly sclerotized epigynal scape, and 
3) the large tegular apophysis and the elongated conductor of male palp (compare Figs. 
1-2, 4 with figs. 1-40 in Tanikawa 1989,). 

Description. Measurements (in mm; n = 5, cf, n = 3). Body ^ 3.84-5.00, 
2.90- 3.03 long. Carapace ^ 1.50-1.73, 1.40-1.48 long; ^ 1.22-1.42, 1.16-1.34 

wide. Length of legs (1 ^ from Tokyo/1 6^ from Shizuoka): I, 5.19/5.61; II, 4.61/4.95; 
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Figs. 1-4. Larinia bonneti Spassky 1939- 1, Epigynum, scape torn off (NSMT-Ar 

4530); 2, same, with scape (NSMT-Ar 4532); 3, female carapace and abdomen, dorsal 
view (NSMT-Ar 4530); 4, male left palp, prolateral view (NSMT-Ar 4533). (Scales: 0.25 
mm.) 

Ill, 2.99/3.07; IV, 4.34/4.24. Abdomen ^ 2.30-3.52, 6^ 1.67-1.73 long; ^ 1.85-2.56, 
cfi 1.07-1.33 wide. 

Female and male. Carapace length/width 1.22-1.24, cf 1.07-1.20. Median 
ocular area length/width 0.83-0.90, cf 0.81-0.83; anterior width/posterior width 

1.18-1.31, cf 1.40-1.54. Chelicera with 3-4 promarginal and 2-3 retromarginal teeth. 
Labium length/ width ^ 0.64-0.82, cf* 0.44-0.75. Sternum length/width 1.03-1.11, 

1.10-1.15. Length of leg I/length of carapace ^ 3.06-3.36, cf 3.79-3.95. Male palp: 
embolus rostriform, terminal apophysis large and well sclerotized, conductor elongated, 
and tegular apophysis large (Fig. 4). Abdomen length/width ^ 1.24-1.42, 1.30- 


Acta Arachnologica, 49 (2), December 2000 







Larinia honneti new to Japan 


207 


1.56. Epigynum with weakly sclerotized roundish scape, scape torn off after mating 
(Figs. 1-2). 

Coloration and markings in alcohol. Female and male. Carapace pale brown, 
around cervical groove darker (Fig. 3). Legs pale brown. Abdomen pale brown, with 
brown markings as in Fig. 3. 

Specimens examined. Specimens measured. 1 d^, Omonogawa River, Hiraka-gun, Akita Pref., 
21-VIII-1993, A. Fukushima leg. (NSMT-Ar 4528); 1 ^ 1 Okuto, Katsushika-ku, Tokyo, 31-VII- 
1999, S. Hatsushiba leg. (NSMT-Ar 4529); 1 Arakawa River, Tokyo, VI-1993, K. Kumada leg. 
(NSMT-Ar 4530); 1 Daito-cho, Ogasa-gun, Shizuoka Pref., ll-V-1999, K. Ogata leg. (NSMT-Ar 
4531); 1 Shiratori-cho, Hamamatsu-shi, Shizuoka Pref., 28-VII-1998, K. Ogata leg. (NSMT-Ar 4532); 
I ^ I J', Sanshin-cho, Hamamatsu-shi, Shizuoka Pref., 27-VII-1998, K. Ogata leg. (NSMT-Ar 4533). 

Other specimens examined. 1 ^ 1 c?’, Kimontou-numa Lake, Taiki-cho, Hokkaido, 27-VI-11-VII- 
1993, K. Shibata leg.; 1 Omonogawa River, Hiraka-gun, Akita Pref., 21-VIII-1993, A. Fukushima 
leg.; 1 Arakawa River, Tokyo, VI-1993, K. Kumada leg.; 1 Zaimoku-cho, Hamamatsu-shi, 
Shizuoka Pref., 31-VII-1998, K. Ogata leg.; 1 Sanshin-cho, Hamamatsu-shi, Shizuoka Pref., 27-VII- 
1998, K. Ogata leg. 

Distribution. Japan (Hokkaido, Honshu), Russia (West Caucasus). 
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